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The Mount Pleasant ridge is an elevated area of the Brisbane suburb of Holland Park, 
stretching for a little less than a kilometre, with a roughly south-west to north-east 
orientation. At its western end it rises abruptly above Logan Road, undercut by one of the 
tributaries of Norman Creek. At its eastern end it falls away more gently, merging with 
Loreto Hill to the north. At its highest point, near the eastern end, the ridge reaches an 
altitude of just over 60 meters. It is an outlier of the larger massif of Whites Hill (112 meters), 
which lies to the east.  
 
The roadway which follows the spine of the Mount Pleasant ridge is made up of three 
separately-named streets: Beryl Crescent at the western end, followed by Percival Terrace at 
the centre of the ridge, and finally the upper part of Abbotsleigh Street (between Wilbur 
Street and Geelong Avenue) at the eastern end. The precise location of the summit of Mount 
Pleasant is a matter for debate, but currently the Queensland Place Names database locates 
Mount Pleasant in front of the property numbered as 55 Beryl Crescent. 
 
 
Contour map of the Mount Pleasant Ridge, Holland Park 
The streets following the crest of the ridge are marked in blue. The thicker red lines are 
arterial roads: Logan Road (west) and Cavendish Road (east). The location shown for the 
summit of Mount Pleasant does not agree with the coordinates currently recorded on the 
Queensland Place Names database. 
 
By road, Mount Pleasant is about 6 km from the centre of Brisbane, and Moreton Bay lies 
about 15 km to the east. These two factors, when combined with the elevation, explain why 
the ridge was seen as a desirable location for residential development in the 1920s. In hot 
weather, the afternoon sea-breezes from the bay bring noticeable relief to the more elevated 
sections of the eastern suburbs of Brisbane, an important consideration in the era before air-
conditioning, when even electric fans were still seen as a luxury. Although the Depression 
years (1929-34) significantly retarded real-estate development, houses had been erected on 
most of the subdivisions along the Mount Pleasant ridge by 1941.  
 
Because of its cooler location and attractive views, Mount Pleasant was seen as something of 
a prestige real-estate development. Although it did not have the cachet of Hamilton or Ascot, 
it was still a desirable address. For this reason, the houses built along the ridge were generally 
of above-average quality, and a few could even be described as elite housing. Most of the 
original houses survive, although they have often been extensively modified.  
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The 63 houses which were built along the Mount Pleasant ridge between 1925 and 1945 
provide a useful sample of the better-quality domestic architecture of Brisbane in the 1930s. 
It is the aim of the present study to examine these houses more closely, to see exactly what 
they can tell us about Brisbane's inter-war residential architecture.  
 
The building registers of the Brisbane City Council are the most useful source of information 
about the history of these houses, but those registers are now very incomplete. It has therefore 
been necessary to search also in contemporary newspapers, post office directories, aerial 
maps, electoral rolls and land title records. Using these sources, it has been possible to date 
each of the houses fairly precisely, and also to establish the names and occupations of many 
of the early owners. In some cases it has also been possible to establish the estimated cost of 
construction of the house, and the name of the builder. This data has been summarised and 
analysed in the discussion which follows. 
 
 
Historical Overview 
 
It is thought that the Mount Pleasant ridge was of spiritual significance to the Jagera people, 
the traditional owners of the land, but it is unlikely that they constructed any shelters on its 
rocky, exposed heights. Before European settlement radically altered the ecology of the area, 
there was a permanent creek in the gully which runs through Mott Park and then below the 
western end of the ridge. These wetlands were a popular camping ground of the Jagera 
people, who continued to use them until the early years of the twentieth century. A 
corroboree ground was located near the current intersection of Raff Avenue and Logan 
Road.1 
 
This camping ground stood beside a heavily used Aboriginal pathway, and by the 1860s 
European settlers had adapted it to create a bullock-track linking Brisbane with the 
settlements on the Logan River. The "Logan road" was officially surveyed in 1864, and when 
the first bridge was erected across the Brisbane River in 1865, traffic along the road quickly 
increased. At about the same time, German farmers were beginning to take up land a little to 
the south-east of Mount Pleasant, around the current location of Glindemann Park.2  
 
However the Mount Pleasant ridge was too steep and rocky to attract farmers, and the only 
recorded economic activities in the area during the nineteenth century were timber-getting 
and shingle-splitting. An early historian of the district recorded that, walking over this area in 
the early years of the twentieth century, "one saw nothing but stony ridges and stunted 
trees."3 
 
The earliest residential development of the ridge occurred at its eastern end. By the early 
1880s there was a road linking Old Cleveland Road at Coorparoo with Creek Road, and this 
road was officially named Cavendish Road in 1886. In 1885 a senior public servant, Edward 
Deshon, who had recognised the residential potential of the high ground to the east of 
Brisbane, left his home in Woolloongabba and had a two-storey timber villa erected on a 
knoll beside Cavendish Road, just north of the Mount Pleasant ridge. This house, called 
                                                 
1 Ray Kerkhove, Aboriginal Camp Sites of Greater Brisbane: An Historical Guide (Salisbury, Qld.: Boolarong 
Press, 2015), 154-56. 
2 Gwen Robinson, Mt Gravatt: Bush to Suburb, 3rd ed. (Mt Gravatt, Qld.: G. Robinson, 1991), 6-8. 
3 F.W.S. Cumbrae-Stewart, "Some Notes on Coorparoo," Historical Society of Queensland Journal 3, no. 2 
(1940): 79. 
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Kemendine, was designed by the Brisbane architect Alex B. Wilson (1857-1938).4 Deshon 
died in 1924, and a few years later his home was purchased by the Loreto Sisters to form the 
nucleus of a new boarding school for Catholic girls. Soon after World War II the house was 
demolished to allow the construction of a two-storey brick classroom-and-dormitory block. 
 
 
Kemendine, 415 Cavendish Road, Coorparoo, residence of Edward Deshon 
(Alexander Brown Wilson, 1885, demolished) 
 
The first house to be erected on the Mount Pleasant ridge was apparently built a few years 
after Kemendine. It was called Abbotsleigh and stood on the eastern end of the ridge, 
connected to Cavendish Road by a rough roadway which eventually became Abbotsleigh 
Street. In about 1891 it became the home of George V. Hellicar, who would later become the 
Crown Solicitor. After Hellicar's death in 1910 the house changed hands and eventually 
became derelict. It was destroyed by fire on 2 January 1925.5 
 
Further development of the Mount Pleasant ridge was hindered by the lack of public 
transport. However Brisbane was slowly expanding, and when the tramline along Logan 
Road reached Chatsworth Road in 1914, housing subdivisions began to creep out towards 
Mount Pleasant. In 1918 Isles, Love & Co. attempted to market subdivisions on "The Heights 
of Mount Pleasant," but apparently with little success. 
 
At the other end of the ridge, a branch tramline along Cavendish Road reached Deshon's Hill 
(later to be renamed Loreto Hill) in 1925, and from here it was an easy walk up onto the 
eastern end of the ridge. The decisive impetus for development came with the extension of 
the Logan Road tramline to Yuletide Street at Holland Park in 1926. From the tram stop at 
Raff Avenue it was a short, but steep, walk up to the western end of the ridge. The first 
twentieth-century house to be erected on the ridge was a low-set, one-storey timber dwelling 
for a car mechanic, Stanley M. Muir. He had wisely purchased the allotment at 55 Beryl 
Crescent, the highest point in that street, and his house was constructed about 1925. He or his 
wife (later his widow) would own this house until 1989. 
 
                                                 
4 Donald Watson and Judith McKay, Queensland Architects of the 19th Century: A Biographical Dictionary 
(Brisbane: Queensland Museum, 1994): 209. 
5 Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 January 1925, five o'clock edition, p.3. 
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Some subdivisions at the western end of Beryl Crescent were auctioned on 20 March 1926 as 
part of the Logan Road Tramway Extension Estate, but a larger offer of home sites, including 
most of Percival Terrace and a portion of the eastern end of Beryl Crescent, was made in 
October 1926, under the name, Stonehaven Heights Estate. This development was the work 
of a Brisbane real-estate agent and former member of the South Brisbane City Council, 
Percival Henry Smith. Smith had invested heavily in the estate, and he was able to persuade 
the Brisbane City Council to name the surrounding streets after himself and his children, 
Beryl, Sylvia, Melba and Wilbur.6 Smith reserved for himself three of the subdivisions in 
Percival Terrace (corresponding to the two allotments currently numbered as 28 and 30 
Percival Terrace). In 1928-29 he erected here a large timber house, which he called 
Stonehaven. It was destroyed by fire on 17 April 1936. 
 
 
Prospectus of the Stonehaven Heights Estate, October 1926 
 
Sales were slow, but the opening of the adjacent Holland Park State School at the beginning 
of 1929 was an encouraging development. The ubiquitous Percival Smith was chairman of 
the school committee, and at the opening ceremony he declared, with characteristic 
extravagance, that the school "has one of the most favoured positions in Brisbane … It is set 
like a jewel in most beautiful surroundings, encircled by hills and native trees."7 
 
                                                 
6 Daily Standard (Brisbane), 7 July 1926, p.10. 
7 Brisbane Courier, 15 April 1929, p.11. 
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The Wall Street crash of October 1929 sparked the Great Depression, which drastically 
reduced the volume of property sales and caused severe financial embarrassment to Smith.8 
There is an air of desperation in his 1932 advertisement for the estate, with its improbable 
claim "eiderdown rugs required throughout the summer" and the rather more plausible "the 
city illuminations create a fascinating fairyland by night."9 However as economic conditions 
began to improve, Smith may have felt more cause for optimism. He probably had some 
responsibility for a 1936 newspaper report which tells us that: 
 
On the summit of Mt Pleasant is the Stonehaven Heights Estate, which has been opened to the 
public by a subdivision made by Mr Percival Smith. In 1926 this hill was covered with almost 
inpenetrable scrub. Now every second allotment accommodates a modern home, and without 
exception each of them has a coloured tile roof. The elevation probably accounts for an 
absence of mosquitoes … the use of blankets is often necessary on summer nights…10 
 
 
By this stage there was also development at the other end of the ridge. In October 1935 the 
firm of T.M. Burke Pty Ltd offered the Abbotsleigh Estate for sale. This covered about three 
hectares of land on the southern side of Abbotsleigh Street, stretching back to Victor Street, 
and was described as "the first important new sub-division of Brisbane suburban land for a 
number of years." The manager of the firm explained that they had chosen this site because of 
its elevation "and the superior class of home that had been erected in the locality in recent 
years."11 In 1938 they bought the remaining unsold allotments of Smith's Stonehaven Heights 
Estate, and offered them for sale "at considerably reduced prices."12 
 
By the late 1930s the housing market had recovered from the Great Depression, and the 
continuing expansion of Brisbane had made the Mount Pleasant ridge seem less remote from 
the central business district. The peak years of construction along the ridge were between 
1936 and 1939. A 1939 newspaper article reported on the "colony of character homes" at 
Stonehaven Heights, "of such a quality that they are suggestive of those estates in America 
and England in which the owner's plans must be submitted to a committee before he can 
build."13 After 1941, two years into the Second World War, all non-essential construction 
work was halted so that resources could be devoted to the war effort. 
 
In 1945, at the end of the war, there were just a few vacant allotments left along the ridge. 
The largest empty space was at the western end of Beryl Crescent, on the city side, where the 
Catholic Church had planned to establish a school. The Catholic Archbishop, James Duhig, 
was notorious for buying up prominent hilltop sites, but even he must have realised that these 
steep blocks would have been difficult to develop as a school. In 1936 a Catholic school was 
opened less than a kilometre to the south, on a much more suitable site, and the allotments in 
Beryl Crescent were finally developed for housing after the war. 
 
Although the streets of the Mount Pleasant ridge remained desirable addresses throughout the 
following decades, their attraction to potential house-buyers declined. Newer suburbs with 
larger, flatter blocks were in vogue, and as mechanical ventilation of houses became more 
                                                 
8 Information supplied by Donald M. Cameron, 2017. 
9 Brisbane Courier, 6 August 1932, p.4. 
10 Courier Mail, 5 February 1936, p.22. 
11 Courier Mail, 15 October 1935, p.21. 
12 Telegraph (Brisbane), 12 January 1938, city final edition, p.21. 
13 Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 May 1939, city final edition, p.21. 
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common, the marketing-value of cool sea breezes was reduced. The war had greatly 
improved the road network, and car ownership was almost universal, so proximity to the city 
(or to public transport) was no longer a crucial consideration, although this would change as 
traffic congestion started to become a serious problem in Brisbane towards the end of the 
century. 
 
By the start of the new millennium, the tide of fashion had turned, and the Mount Pleasant 
ridge is today a highly sought-after location. "City views" add significantly to the value of 
these properties, and the views can be enhanced by the addition of an upper storey. Modern 
constructional technology can cope well with steep sites, and many of the houses on the ridge 
have recently been extensively extended to the rear. Restrictions on the demolition of pre-war 
houses are belatedly helping to preserve the built legacy of this area, but the visual character 
of these streets is nonetheless undergoing a noticeable transition, as houses are modified and 
extended.  
 
 
City lights in 2010, as seen from 122 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park 
 
 
The Role of the Architect 
 
In 1930 the Brisbane Suburban Master Builders' Association reported that, in the previous 
year, approximately 28% of residences had been designed by architects in private practice, 
and a further 22% under the workers' dwellings scheme (in other words, by architects of the 
State Advances Corporation). Half of all plans had been prepared privately, presumably by 
the builders and the clients themselves.14 If these figures are typical of the period, it appears 
that in Brisbane there was only limited appreciation of the professional expertise of the 
architect. 
 
One would expect that in a more prestigious location, such as the Mount Pleasant ridge, the 
proportion of architect-designed homes would be higher. Of the 63 pre-1946 houses built on 
the ridge, there are only seven which can now be attributed with certainty to a specific 
architect: 
                                                 
14 Brisbane Courier, 25 March 1930, p.18. 
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 42 Beryl Crescent (1928-29, demolished): Edward M. Myers 
 60 Beryl Crescent (1930-31): Raymond C. Nowland 
 36 Percival Terrace (1932): Horace Driver 
 20 Percival Terrace (1936): Blackburne and Gzell 
 122 Abbotsleigh Street (1937): Blackburne and Gzell 
 141 Abbotsleigh Street (1939-40): Eric Trewern 
 37 Geelong Avenue, on corner of Abbotsleigh Street (1940): Frank Cullen 
 
At least thirteen of the remaining houses were designed by the State Advances Corporation, 
which employed its own team of architects. Clearly there were further houses which were 
architect-designed, but it has not been possible to identify them. 
 
 
The Role of the Builder 
 
It has been possible to identify the builders of 46 of the 63 houses under examination. Some 
of the builders were just suburban carpenters, but there were also some larger contractors. 
Names which recur include: 
 
 John Alfred James Dredge: 20 Percival Terrace (1936), 122 Abbotsleigh Street 
(1937), 41 Percival Terrace (1941), 24 Percival Terrace (1941-42). 
 Burton Hollingsworth: 37 Percival Terrace (1936), 27 Percival Terrace (1938), 42 
Percival Terrace (1939). 
 Hermann William Kratzmann: 16 Percival Terrace (1933), 18 Percival Terrace 
(1938). 
 William Allen Miller: 28-30 Beryl Crescent (1927, demolished), 46 Beryl Crescent 
(1928-29, demolished). 
 Alfred Ernest Newbury: 54 Beryl Crescent (1936), 43 Beryl Crescent (1938). 
 William Clarry: 29 Geelong Avenue (1938), 1 Percival Terrace (1945). 
 
 
The traditional timber Queensland house was fairly simple to construct, and owner-builders 
were common in Brisbane at this time. However the quality of the houses erected on the 
Mount Pleasant ridge was above the average, and this perhaps explains why only one owner-
builder has been identified: Walter Taylor, a master joiner, built 71 Beryl Crescent for 
himself in 1938. 
 
There is not much evidence of speculative building on the ridge, except for the three brick 
houses erected by Brittain's Brickworks, at 12 Percival Terrace (1938), 5 Percival Terrace 
(1938-39) and 14 Percival Terrace (1939, demolished). This firm were building similar 
houses elsewhere in Brisbane at the time, employing the design skills of Alfred Swinburne, a 
bankrupt builder who had begun his working life as a blacksmith.15 
 
 
  
                                                 
15 Truth (Brisbane), 15 May 1938, p.43. 
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The Role of the State Government 
 
The State Advances Corporation (SAC) was set up by the Queensland government in 1920 to 
provide loans to those who wanted to construct houses, either on their own land or on land 
selected by the state government. Its predecessors included the short-lived Workers' 
Dwellings Board (1910-1916).  
 
The SAC administered the Workers' Dwellings Scheme, which provided loans, at modest 
rates of interest, to those who had purchased a suitable allotment and whose annual income 
did not exceed £416 (in 1928). This was a figure high enough to make the scheme accessible 
to some of the middle classes. The Corporation provided sample house plans, but these were 
usually modified to meet the needs of the individual homebuilder. The Corporation's 
architects prepared the final plans and tendered for construction.16 
 
The scheme was subsequently expanded to make it accessible even to those on quite high 
incomes, with the ceiling at £800 per annum. The maximum loan was also £800 which, when 
combined with the owner's funds, could pay for a very substantial house. By 1933 complaints 
were being heard about the absurdity of calling this a "workers' dwellings" scheme.17 
 
This explains why a considerable number of the houses on the Mount Pleasant ridge were 
erected with assistance from the SAC. There were at least thirteen such houses, or 21% of the 
pre-1946 dwellings. All of these were timber buildings. Cost-of-construction data is available 
for eleven of these houses, and the average cost was £758, which was certainly well above 
the cost of the average worker's dwelling. The largest of these SAC houses is the two-storey 
building at 32 Geelong Avenue (on the corner of Abbotsleigh Street), which was built in 
1937-38 for the Queensland manager of the Kayser hosiery firm. It is certainly no worker's 
dwelling. 
 
 
Socio-Economic Profile 
 
In 1935 a Brisbane newspaper reported that "Brisbane, in common with the southern states, is 
showing a marked preference for brick construction in home building," despite the fact that 
brick construction was 80% more expensive than timber construction.18 On the Mount 
Pleasant ridge, 19 (30%) of the 63 pre-1946 houses were constructed in brick. This 
proportion was certainly well above the average for Brisbane at the time, and it reflects the 
social aspirations of those who settled on the ridge: a brick house was a status-symbol. 
 
Cost-of-construction data is available for thirteen of the brick houses, and the average cost 
was £1232. To put this figure into context, the average annual male wage in Queensland in 
1935 was about £230. (It should be noted that the annual rate of inflation in Australia 
throughout this period was very low, and sometimes negative, so prices are reasonably 
comparable across the 1930s, without adjustment.) 
 
Cost-of-construction data is available for 28 of the timber houses, and the average cost was 
£806, or roughly two-thirds of the average cost of the brick houses. In 1930 the Brisbane 
Suburban Master Builders' Association reported that, in the previous year, the average cost 
                                                 
16 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 18 November 1928, p.21. 
17 Daily Mercury (Mackay), 7 August 1933, p.2. 
18 Telegraph (Brisbane), 10 September 1935, late city edition, p.15. 
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per structure erected was £600,19 a statistic which suggests that even the timber houses on the 
ridge were of a standard well above the Brisbane average. 
 
Bear in mind that these costs do not include the purchase of the land. When the Stonehaven 
Heights Estate was first offered for sale in October 1926, two allotments were sold during the 
first few days, at £120 and £273.20 In November 1936 two blocks of 24 and 30 perches 
respectively, both in Percival Terrace, were sold for £225 and £125.21 
 
Who lived in these houses? At the upper end of the social scale were the owners of the elite 
residences. The most impressive house on the ridge was 122 Abbotsleigh Street, built for 
William Mathers, who had established a chain of shoe stores which still bear his name. 
Across the road at 141 Abbotsleigh Street stands the house built for Oliver K. McAnulty, 
proprietor of the Maxam Cheese Factory at South Brisbane; this house would later become 
the home of Judge (later Sir) William Webb. 
 
Next to the McAnulty/Webb house is the two storey timber residence built for a Stones 
Corner dentist, J.H.T. Culverhouse. Moving back down the ridge, the two-storey brick house 
at 30 Percival Terrace was built for J.E. Kindler, who was then employed as a senior assistant 
engineer on the construction of the Story Bridge. The two-storey brick and timber house at 20 
Percival Terrace was built for Leo Catt, a prominent Brisbane solicitor. The sprawling house 
in extensive grounds at 60 Beryl Crescent was built for Joseph L. Green, a marketing 
executive with the Shell Petroleum Company, and it would later become the home of Neville 
Whitehouse, proprietor of Brisbane's premier piano emporium. 
 
The business and professional world were well represented on the Mount Pleasant ridge. The 
early homeowners included accountants, engineers, clerks, commercial travellers, managers, 
dentists, a retired Methodist minister, solicitors and a large clutch of salesmen. However there 
were also a few manual workers, probably representing the successful artisan class: an 
electro-plater, a master joiner, a motor mechanic, a plasterer and a train driver. As one would 
expect in a new real-estate development on the edge of the city, many of the early 
homeowners were newlyweds. 
 
Even at this long distance, the contemporary newspapers still afford us a few glimpses of 
social life on the ridge in the 1930s. In December 1937, for example, Miss Caroline Calder of 
46 Percival Terrace held an afternoon party to welcome her new neighbour, Mrs William 
Mathers of 122 Abbotsleigh Street. Among the guests were Mrs Walter Noble from 122 
Abbotsleigh Street, Mrs Eric Anderssen from 134 Abbotsleigh Street, Mrs Duncan Goffage 
from 32 Percival Terrace, Mrs Cliff Edwards from 36 Percival Terrace, and Mrs John Kindler 
from 37 Percival Terrace. The social reporter tells us that "golden marigolds decorated the 
lounge."22 
 
The house at 60 Beryl Crescent still retains its impressive front lawn, and the newspaper 
report of the Church of England fete held here in May 1937 evokes memories of a Trollope 
novel. The marketing executive, J.L. Green, and his wife had made their grounds available 
for the occasion, and church dignitaries opened the festivities, which included dancing on the 
lawn and a range of stalls. As a neighbourly gesture, the musical and elocutionary programme 
                                                 
19 Brisbane Courier, 25 March 1930, p.18. 
20 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 26 October 1926, p.18. 
21 Courier Mail, 23 November 1936, p.4. 
22 Courier Mail, 8 December 1937, p.27. 
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was arranged by Mrs Robert Vincent, a well-known amateur musician, who lived next door at 
68 Beryl Crescent.23 
 
 
External Design: Vernacular Styles 
 
 
40 Percival Terrace, Holland Park  (1932) 
Note the sleep-out veranda on the right side. The step-rail stairs lead up to a porch 
which has been enclosed. The bay window has a flared skirt. The roof is tiled. 
 
Development of the Mount Pleasant ridge commenced in the late 1920s, and the houses were 
constructed for clients of above-average means. By this stage, the traditional timber-and-tin 
Brisbane house, with its large verandas, was falling out of fashion. In 1932, Brisbane 
architect Lange Powell commented that "the old Queensland idea that it was necessary to 
have a verandah right round the house in order to have a cool spot was … losing favour … 
the cool spot could be secured without the very extensive verandah."24 Brisbane architects 
were coming to regard the large veranda as a waste of money and space, with the added 
disadvantage of blocking light from entering the house. 
 
Nonetheless, the vernacular Queensland style is still visible in many of the houses erected on 
the ridge. Typically these are timber houses with one or more gables facing the street, and at 
least some of them are high-set. The traditional large veranda is generally reduced to little 
more than a sizeable porch, but a sleep-out, enclosed with casement windows, is sometimes 
found on one side of the house. A bay window at the front will often announce the location of 
the main bedroom, and this bay window may have a shingled apron (usually in mock 
shingles) or a flared skirt. A round lobby window will sometimes be found near the entrance. 
 
                                                 
23 Telegraph (Brisbane), 15 May 1937, sports final edition, p.10. 
24 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 December 1932, 36. 
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A newspaper article from 1936 noted that tiled roofs were the norm on the Mount Pleasant 
ridge.25 This was another departure from the vernacular style, but those who could afford 
terracotta tile roofs prized them for their durability, and they were also cooler than the 
traditional corrugated iron.  
 
 
51 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park  (1929) 
Note the rectangular bay windows, which were starting to go out of fashion. 
The cantilevered sunhoods above the bay windows were popular in the 1930s. 
The "tin" roof is typical of the vernacular style. 
 
 
External Design: Derivative Styles 
 
As already noted, the vernacular Queensland style was falling out of favour by the late 1920s. 
The houses of the Mount Pleasant ridge display a considerable range of the new derivative 
styles, which were emerging to replace the traditional Queenslander. The 1930s were a 
decade when Australians fell in love with exotic house styles, and the homebuilders of 
Brisbane were no exception. 
 
 
  
                                                 
25 Courier Mail, 5 February 1936, p.22. 
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Conventional Hipped 
 
 
153 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park  (1939) 
A very simple timber example of the conventional hipped style. 
 
The most basic of these styles was a conventional hipped-roof design, usually with one or 
more projecting hips (or possibly a front gable). A small porch or portico is the only 
equivalent of the larger outdoor living areas of the vernacular style, although the internal plan 
often provided for a sun-room or sleep-out. This style was executed both in brick and timber. 
 
 
37 Geelong Avenue (corner Abbotsleigh Street), Holland Park  (Frank Cullen, 1940) 
An elaborate brick example of the hipped style, with multiple hips. 
 
When these houses were built of timber, it was quite common for the front to be stuccoed, 
presumably to create the illusion of masonry construction. 
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3 Percival Terrace, Holland Park  (1940) 
A timber example of the hipped style, with a projecting gable which has been concealed 
by a parapet. The whole of the front elevation has been stuccoed. Note the small, curved, 
cantilevered porch roof. 
 
Spanish Mission 
 
The Spanish Mission style became very popular in Australia in the late 1920s, perhaps 
because of its association with Hollywood. As a style developed for hot climates, it was 
regarded as particularly appropriate for Brisbane, where many examples are still to be found. 
 
The Mount Pleasant ridge boasts a very fine example of the Spanish Mission style at 122 
Abbotsleigh Street, a two-storey brick house built in 1937 and designed by the firm of 
Blackburne and Gzell. It exhibits all the normal features of the style: textured stucco walls, 
Cordova tiles, the arcaded loggia of the veranda (supported by twisted "barley-sugar" 
columns), a balconette, wrought-iron decoration and projecting beam ends.  
 
 
122 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park  (Blackburne and Gzell, 1937) 
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As with the other "picturesque" styles, Spanish Mission was quickly degraded by speculative 
builders, who produced cheap "pasted on" versions of it for the homebuyer of more modest 
means. An example of this can be seen at 22 Beryl Crescent, built in 1936, where the Spanish 
Mission detail has been applied in stucco to a timber house. One of the early owners of this 
house proudly named it "San Juan."  
 
 
22 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park  (1936) 
A stuccoed timber house in Spanish Mission style. Note the barley-sugar columns  
supporting the parapet, which is topped with Cordova tiles. 
 
Barley-sugar columns were greatly admired. They can also be seen flanking the entrances to 
12 Percival Terrace and 18 Percival Terrace. 
 
The large stuccoed brick house at 60 Beryl Crescent, built in 1930-31 to a design by 
Raymond Nowland, is not in the Spanish Mission style, but it is probably an example of the 
more generic Mediterranean style, which was also popular at the time. 
 
 
Old English 
 
The Old English (or Mock Tudor) was another picturesque style, and it enjoyed considerable 
popularity in Brisbane during the 1930s. In this case the attraction was principally nostalgic, 
because the Old English style had associations with a country which many Australians of the 
time still referred to as "Home." There are five good examples of the style on the Mount 
Pleasant ridge. 
 
The earliest of these houses was erected at 20 Percival Street in 1936 and designed by 
Blackburne and Gzell. With a ground floor of rendered brick and a timber upper storey, it has 
prominent gables decorated in the mock half-timbering which is typical of the style. The 
steeply pitched tile roof and the chimney are also characteristic. 
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20 Percival Terrace, Holland Park  (Blackburne and Gzell, 1936) 
Photographed soon after construction. 
 
The other outstanding Old English house on the ridge is at 141 Abbotsleigh Street. Built in 
1939-40, it was designed by Eric Trewern. This brick house has only a small upper floor and 
lacks the half-timbered gables which are normally associated with the Old English style. To 
compensate, it exhibits some very fine stonework, executed in rock-faced porphyry, with 
lintels made of a porphyry aggregate which looks very much like the locally produced 
Benedict stone. Another 1939 brick Old English house stands at 30 Percival Terrace. 
 
 
141 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park  (Eric Trewern, 1939-40) 
Photographed in 1948. Note the lintels cast in porphyry aggregate, which is possibly Benedict stone. 
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The Old English style was popular in Sydney and Melbourne, where it was invariably 
executed in brick. However the architects of Brisbane were so accustomed to working in 
timber that they evolved a timber version of the style, interesting examples of which can be 
seen at 32 Geelong Avenue (on the corner of Abbotsleigh Street, built 1937-38) and 145 
Abbotsleigh Street (1941).  
 
 
Cottage Style 
 
"Cottage style" is a catch-all label for another nostalgic, picturesque style, closely related to 
the Old English. These houses are of one storey, in brick or timber, and suggestive of the 
traditional rural architecture of Europe. A tiled roof, a chimney and a general "olde worlde" 
look were the distinctive features of this style. 
 
There is a fine timber example from about 1935 at 134 Abbotsleigh Street, with an oriel 
window topped by a bell-cast roof. The small veranda at the east end and the enclosed sleep-
out at the west end were sensible concessions to the local climate. 
 
 
134 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park  (about 1935) 
Note the oriel window and the enclosed sleep-out on the left. 
 
The neighbouring house at 138 Abbotsleigh Street (1937), also in timber, is perhaps an even 
better example. The bracketed bell-cast sunhoods to the windows are a later addition, 
replacing the original shutters. There was originally a loggia at the east end, in lieu of a 
veranda. The retaining wall of random rubble is original, although altered. 
 
Across the road, the house at 149 Abbotsleigh Street (1941) can probably also be regarded as 
an example of the cottage style, although it lacks the signature chimney. It has random 
porphyry blocks around the window in the front gable and large, shuttered sash windows 
beside the entrance pergola. 
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138 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park  (1937) 
Photographed soon after construction. The loggia has since been removed. 
 
The striking house at 24 Percival Terrace (1941-42), with its fine brickwork and unusual 
curved and arched porch, is another example of the cottage style. Across the road, the timber 
house at 29 Percival Terrace (about 1935) has an unusually elaborate stucco front and 
diamond pane windows; with a roof which swoops down over the porch, in imitation of the 
"cat-slide" roof of the Old English style. 
 
One of the most unusual houses on the ridge is 36 Percival Terrace (1932), a house designed 
by Horace Driver. It is a one-storey L-shaped house in rendered brickwork, with a circular 
entrance tower topped by a candle-snuffer roof. These features are typical of the so-called 
"Brittany farmhouse" style, which was popular in the United States at the time and 
occasionally adopted in Australia. A chimney is an essential feature of this style, but 
curiously the chimney of this house seems to be a much later addition. 
 
 
36 Percival Terrace, Holland Park  (Horace Driver, 1932) 
Photographed soon after construction.  
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Internal Design 
 
It is difficult to comment on the original internal designs of the houses on the Mount Pleasant 
ridge. Contemporary evidence, in the form of newspaper articles or surviving architectural 
plans, is limited and restricted to the most expensive properties. The interiors themselves 
have generally been extensively modified by successive generations of keen renovators, 
although original details still survive in certain houses. It has not been possible to inspect the 
interiors of the houses, but some recent interior photographs have been located on real-estate 
websites. 
 
It would be interesting to know to what extent these houses were originally designed to make 
use of the impressive views afforded by the ridgetop location. In the early stages, when many 
allotments were still vacant and gardens had not been established, fine views were probably 
available from many rooms of the new houses. Over the course of time these views would 
have contracted and eventually become restricted to the rooms at the rear of the house. There 
is little evidence that the houses were designed to benefit from those views to the rear, 
although it was reported that the house at 36 Percival Terrace had an "observation veranda" 
opening off the lounge.26 At 42 Percival Terrace the dining room was said to have "corner 
windows from which a sweeping view of the city is obtained,"27 but how much time would 
the owners have spent in the dining room? 
 
 
Floor plan of 122 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park  (Blackburne and Gzell, 1937)28 
 
The original floor plan of 122 Abbotsleigh Street provides a useful starting point for a general 
study of the interior design of the houses on the ridge, but it must be stressed that this was the 
largest and most expensive house built on the ridge, and thus in no way typical. It does 
however illustrate some useful points about house design in the 1930s. 
 
Firstly, one should note the outdoor areas, which were so essential in the Brisbane climate. 
On the ground floor the lounge opens out onto a veranda or loggia, and on the upper floor the 
main bedroom opens onto the roof of that loggia. Two other bedrooms open onto an enclosed 
sleep-out veranda. 
 
                                                 
26 Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 June 1933, late city edition, p.16. 
27 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 22 October 1939, p.12. 
28 Telegraph (Brisbane), 22 June 1937, city final edition, p.18. 
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A house of this size was designed for entertaining, and the reception rooms (hallway, dining 
room, lounge and loggia) are suitably spacious. The kitchen is close to the dining room. The 
four bedrooms and the bathroom are located on the upper floor, for privacy. As so large a 
house would require live-in domestic staff, there is also provision for a maid's room. The 
motor car was now a routine accoutrement in affluent households, and the garage has been 
located so as to allow internal access from the house. 
 
The individual rooms of a typical house will now be discussed. 
 
 
Entrance Hall 
 
First impressions are important, so the entrance hall was the object of the proud homeowner's 
careful attention. In many houses on the ridge, the porch or veranda served as an entrance 
hall, opening directly into the living room. However in houses which were large enough to 
support a separate entrance hall, panelling or other forms of woodwork were often used to 
create a favourable impact. 
 
 
Entrance halls at 27 Percival Terrace (built 1938) and 21 Percival Terrace (built 1939) 
 
 
Living Room 
 
By the 1930s the living room (or lounge) was generally a room which was in daily use by the 
family, and not one which was kept solely for visitors. As the main reception room, it usually 
exhibited a greater level of ornamentation. Decorative plasterwork in the ceiling or cornice, 
ceilings with exposed beams, wall panelling, and picture rails were commonly found in this 
room. In the more expensive houses a fireplace was often featured, although it was probably 
little used. In some houses, such as 122 Abbotsleigh Street, a mock fireplace was constructed, 
to create a cosy effect without the expense of a chimney. 
 
The living room might also open onto a veranda or sun-room, and the windows would be 
large, both to provide ventilation and also perhaps to take advantage of views. 
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Living room at 20 Percival Terrace (1936) 
 
 
Living room at 40 Percival Terrace  (built 1932) 
 
 
Dining Room 
 
In the smaller houses, the dining room and living room were often combined. In larger 
houses, where a separate dining room was present, it tended to be little used. Family meals 
were often taken in the kitchen, and the "breakfast nook" was starting to appear in the 
kitchens of more fashionable homes. 
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Like the living room, the dining room was a reception room, and was usually decorated 
accordingly. A common practice was to provide wide doors (or sliding doors) between the 
living and dining room, to create a larger entertaining area, when required. 
 
 
Dining room at 42 Percival Terrace  (1939) 
 
Dining room at 63 Beryl Crescent  (built about 1935) 
Note the servery hatch to the kitchen. 
 
 
Bedrooms 
 
Typically the houses on the Mount Pleasant ridge were designed with a master bedroom and 
two or more additional bedrooms. In the traditional one-storey timber Queensland house, it 
had been common for the master bedroom to be located at the front and embellished with a 
bay window, and some of the houses on the ridge conform to this pattern. In the two-storey 
houses, the bedrooms were usually located upstairs for privacy. 
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Bedroom at 36 Percival Terrace  (1932) 
 
 
Bedroom at 40 Percival Terrace  (built 1932) 
The bedroom opens onto the sleep-out veranda (left). The bay window faces the street. 
 
 
Sleep-out 
 
In the era before air-conditioning and ceiling fans, many Brisbane houses were built with 
some form of "sleep-out." On the Mount Pleasant ridge this was usually a roofed porch or 
veranda, with a solid balustrade and banks of casement windows. It sometimes extended 
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along one side of the house, which meant that it was exposed to the breeze on three sides. The 
sleep-out might also serve as a sun-room in cooler weather. 
 
 
Former sleep-out at 54 Beryl Crescent  (built 1936) 
 
 
Former sleep-out veranda at 40 Percival Terrace  (built 1932) 
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Kitchen 
 
 
Kitchen at 36 Percival Terrace  (1932) 
 
By the 1930s the fuel stove had been replaced by the gas or electric cooker, so there was no 
longer a need for a fireplace in the kitchen, or an external stove recess. A rationally planned 
layout and built-in cupboards were normal in new kitchens by this time. The houses on the 
Mount Pleasant ridge were built for owners who could afford gas or electric hot-water 
systems. The electric refrigerator was still a luxury in the 1930s, and most homes used an ice-
chest instead. 
 
 
2010 photo of the kitchen at 153 Abbotsleigh Street  (built 1939) 
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The kitchen at 37 Geelong Avenue (on the corner of Abbotsleigh Street, built 1940) was 
praised for its design  
 
in the modern  manner to reduce labour to a minimum … cupboards and drawers are all built 
in, and a strip of tiling on the walls above the stainless steel sink and draining boards is 
another labour-saving device.29 
 
 
Bathroom and Toilet 
 
The bathrooms being built in better-quality homes in the 1930s were sleek and functional. A 
contemporary description of the new bathroom in the house at 42 Percival Terrace (built 
1939) tells us that it 
 
is finished in blue. The walls are tiled to shoulder height, and enamelled light blue above. The 
floor is tiled white and blue. A glassed-in shower recess stands beside the sunken bath, and 
hot and cold water is supplied to it as well as the bath, pedestal basin, and kitchen.30 
 
 
Brisbane had been notoriously backward in introducing a proper sewerage system, and the 
houses erected on the ridge in the 1930s would not be connected to the sewer mains until 
about 1955. The more expensive houses were built with internal water closets, which were 
connected to an external septic tank. Other homeowners made do with the traditional 
"thunder box" in the back yard. 
 
 
Servants' Quarters 
 
By the 1930s few middle-class families could afford a live-in servant, but labour-saving 
devices and modern house-design had reduced the need for domestic help. 
 
Only the largest houses on the ridge were built with provision for servants. The floor-plan of 
122 Abbotsleigh Street (reproduced above) provided for a maid's room between the kitchen 
and garage. Similarly the original plans of 141 Abbotsleigh Street show a maid's room at the 
rear, beside the laundry.31 
 
Otherwise the housewives of the ridge who felt the need for domestic assistance made do 
with "daily" help. For example, Mrs Coates of 15 Percival Terrace advertised in 1941 for a 
"girl for domestic duties, mornings only" at a wage of ten shillings per week.32 
 
 
Garage 
 
In more affluent middle-class families of the 1930s a family car was no longer a luxury, and 
the domestic architecture of the period began to reflect this. The ideal garage was that shown 
in the plan for 122 Abbotsleigh Street (reproduced above), where it was incorporated into the 
                                                 
29 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 27 April 1941, p.8. 
30 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 22 October 1939, p.12. 
31 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1177. 
32 Courier Mail, 6 June 1941, p.16. 
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structure of the house and accessible without going outdoors. Few of the houses on the ridge 
enjoyed this facility, but those constructed in the vernacular high-set manner could often 
accommodate a car under the house. 
 
 
Garage (built 1937) at 32 Percival Terrace (house built 1932) 
 
Typically the garage was a separate, free-standing structure, discreetly located at the side or 
rear of the house. When accountant Duncan Goffage's house was erected at 32 Percival 
Terrace in 1932, it lacked a garage. Five years later Goffage had a timber garage erected, in a 
style matching that of the house. He placed it at the side of the house, and set back so that it 
did not dominate the street view of his property. It is a far cry from the obtrusive carports of 
recent years. 
 
 
Post-War 
 
Although the post-1945 history of the Mount Pleasant ridge is outside the scope of the 
present study, it may be appropriate to conclude with a few comments on later developments.  
 
 
Periodisation and its Pitfalls 
 
It is hard to write history without having recourse to the practice of periodisation: carving up 
the centuries into discrete historical periods, such as "pre-war" and "post-war." The standard 
guide to Australian architectural styles certainly follows this practice. The reality, of course, 
is somewhat different. A hiatus of three years, when only essential construction was allowed, 
did not radically alter the expectations of prospective homeowners; and post-war builders and 
architects were perfectly happy to go on producing houses to familiar designs. 
 
However the environment in which the housing industry operated after the war was 
significantly different. There were strict government controls on the type and size of building 
which could be constructed, and the maximum permitted floor area of a new house was 1250 
square feet (about 116 square meters). These controls remained in place until 1952. There 
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were also severe shortages of building materials.33 It was these factors which produced the 
familiar (but now disappearing) "post-war austerity" style in Brisbane housing. 
 
The new homeowners on the Mount Pleasant ridge were more affluent than average, and 
perhaps also more enterprising. In 1948, when manufacturer Bertram Tunley decided to erect 
a brick home for his family at 47 Beryl Crescent, he had to scour Brisbane to obtain bricks,34 
which possibly explains the particularly "mottled" appearance of the resulting brickwork. 
Restrictions and shortages curbed any stylistic flourishes on the part of the architects, Conrad 
and Gargett,35 and this simple brick house, with its hipped Marseilles tile roof, looks older 
than the 1941 brick house at 41 Percival Terrace.  
 
An even more striking example of the dangers of dating a house on the basis of the design 
can be found at 69 Beryl Crescent. This brick house, with its loggia of barley-sugar columns 
and its round porch with candle-snuffer roof, looks typical of the 1930s. It was built in 1948. 
 
 
69 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park  (1948) 
A late example of a typically 1930s style 
 
The house at 157 Abbotsleigh Street is also interesting. This very contemporary-looking, 
two-storey structure of rendered masonry is dated by one real-estate website as having been 
constructed in 1996. In fact the lower floor was built in 1947-48, as a modest brick-veneer 
house designed by and for the architect Philip Yeats Bisset (1921-2010). Bisset was a protégé 
and close colleague of architect Jack P. Donoghue, who was then living just down the road at 
46 Percival Terrace. Bisset also designed the timber upper floor of his house, and it was 
added in 1984.36 
 
                                                 
33 Courier Mail, 28 May 1952, p.3. 
34 Information supplied by Valerie Joy, née Tunley, 2017. 
35 Plans in Conrad & Gargett Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL228, job no.235-236. 
36 Photographs and plans in the Philip Bisset Papers, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, 
collection 29543. 
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157 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park 
Philip Bisset's original plan from 1947, and a 2009 photo. 
 
 
Extension and Renovation 
 
It is pleasing to note that only four of the pre-1946 houses built on the Mount Pleasant ridge 
have been demolished, but most of the remainder have been extensively extended and 
modified. The rapid and never-ending suburban sprawl of Brisbane has made this elevated 
locality, 6km from the centre of the city, a very desirable, and very expensive, residential 
location. It is therefore inevitable that the houses on the ridge are undergoing a continuous 
process of extension and renovation, to meet the changing expectations of their owners. 
 
An interesting early extension was made at 29 Percival Terrace, soon after the war. The 
owner at the time was involved in illicit bookmaking, and to conceal this activity he 
constructed a concrete bunker under his house. It was about three meters square and two 
meters high, without windows but equipped with two air vents, and accessed by a low, 
narrow passageway. Reports of the police raid on this hideout do not indicate whether or not 
it was architect-designed.37 
 
Other post-war extensions on the ridge were mostly of a more modest nature, designed to 
accommodate growing families in the years of the baby boom. However in recent decades the 
extensions have been much more significant. A common practice has been to extend the 
houses to the rear. This preserves the street frontage, but takes advantage of the often steep 
fall of the land at the back of the house, which permits the addition of an extra floor below. In 
most cases, these rear extensions command fine views. 
 
Another approach, which seems to be gaining in popularity, is to add an upper floor. This 
cannot be done without significantly altering the front elevation of the house, so it is a 
challenge to execute it successfully. In 2008 Concept2Completion Design were responsible 
for the addition of an upper floor at 55 Beryl Crescent, the oldest surviving house on the 
ridge. It is gratifying to see how carefully the style of the addition has been matched to that of 
the original building, which was built about 1925. Not all extensions have been so successful. 
 
                                                 
37 Brisbane Telegraph, 17 July 1950, city final edition, p.9. 
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Rear extension at 138 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park 
Showing the added lower floor and the view from the deck. 
 
 
55 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park 
Before and after extension 
 
One of the greatest hazards for the streetscape of the Mount Pleasant ridge is the carport. It 
has been noted above that the original owners of these houses built their garages discreetly, 
tucking them away so as not to detract from the frontage of the house. Unfortunately today's 
owners are often more concerned with protecting their expensive automobiles than in 
preserving the heritage values of their homes. As a result, there is an increasing incidence of 
obtrusive carports. The house at 31 Percival Terrace may be taken as an example. Here not 
one, but two carports have been placed at the front. To be fair, they are designed so as not to 
obscure totally the façade of the house, and their hipped roofs match the roof of the house. 
 
 
The Carport Problem 
An example at 31 Percival Terrace, Holland Park 
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At the time of writing, not one of the houses on the Mount Pleasant ridge has been added to 
the Brisbane City Council's heritage register. Brisbane has been slow in recognising and 
preserving its architectural heritage. While its few surviving buildings from the colonial 
period are now generally admired and protected, there is little concern for the interesting and 
diverse architecture of the inter-war period. There is a pressing need to study, evaluate and—
where appropriate—preserve these buildings, before it is too late. 
 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
The author would like to express his gratitude to the staff of the Brisbane City Archives, for 
making building records available for examination. 
 
Donald M. Cameron (a grandson of Percival H. Smith) and Valerie Joy, née Tunley (an early 
resident of Beryl Crescent) were kind enough to share their recollections. 
 
 
  
31 
 
Appendix: Details of the Pre-1946 Houses of the Mount Pleasant Ridge 
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Beryl Crescent: West Side . . . . . p. 32 
 
Beryl Crescent: East Side . . . . . p. 39 
 
Percival Terrace: North Side . . . . . p. 48 
 
Percival Terrace: South Side . . . . . p. 65 
 
Abbotsleigh Street: North Side . . . . p. 81 
 
Abbotsleigh Street: South Side . . . . p. 89 
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Address 
 
22 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1936 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
George Eyears 
Estimated Cost  
of Construction 
£755 
Early Owners 
 
Mrs M.E. Alexander 
Albert Timothy Harrington, salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.31632, 28/4/1936. 
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Address 
 
28-30 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1927 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
William Allen Miller 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£600 
Early Owners 
 
W.J. Miller 
 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
 
    Aerial view, 1946 
 
  BCC detail plan, 1956 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.12005, 25/4/1927. 
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Address 
 
42 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1928-29 
Architect 
 
Edward M. Myers 
Builder 
 
William Allen Miller (owner) 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1200 
Early Owners 
 
William Allen Miller, builder 
 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
  Aerial view, 1946 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.17201, 4/10/1928. 
 
  
35 
 
 
 
Address 
 
50 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1936 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
W. Carter 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£650 
Early Owners 
 
Thomas George Pollitt, piano tuner and salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.31535, 8/4/1936. 
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Address 
 
54 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1936 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Alfred Ernest Newbury 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£829 
Early Owners 
 
Frederick Humphreys, public servant 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.32222, 4/7/1936. 
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Address 
 
60 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1930-31 
Architect 
 
Raymond C. Nowland 
Builder 
 
E. Reid 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1465 
Early Owners 
 
Joseph Lindsay Green, marketing executive 
Neville Vincent Whitehouse, piano merchant 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.22005, 4/11/1930. 
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Address 
 
68 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1928 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Robert Collier Vincent, engineer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
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Address 
 
31 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1939 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Tasso Theodore, salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
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Address 
 
37 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1932 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
George Watt 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£610 
Early Owners 
 
James Campbell Lane, furniture salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.23616, 23/3/1932. 
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Address 
 
39 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1929 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Christian Rasmus Schriver 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£597 
Early Owners 
 
Margaret Baird Muir 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.18283, 4/3/1929. 
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Address 
 
43 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Alfred Ernest Newbury 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1100 
Early Owners 
 
Hugh Peters, shipping slipway proprietor 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.38324, 2/7/1938. 
Upper floor added in 2012 under supervision of Reynolds Designs. 
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Address 
 
51 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1929 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
W.N. Skene 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£761 
Early Owners 
 
John Edward Nicholson, salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.18293, 5/3/1929. 
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Address 
 
55 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1925 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Stanley Matthew Muir, motor mechanic 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
This was the first house erected on the Mount Pleasant ridge in the twentieth century. 
Upper floor added in 2008 under the supervision of Concept2Completion Design. 
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Address 
 
59 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1937 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Francis Pope, locomotive engine driver 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
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Address 
 
63 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1935 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Samuel Stansfield, plasterer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
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Address 
 
71 Beryl Crescent, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Walter Taylor (owner) 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£650 
Early Owners 
 
Walter Taylor, master joiner 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.38629, 4/8/1938. 
Slightly extended at left (towards Percival Terrace) in 1979 and front staircase altered. 
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Address 
 
2 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1937 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Augusta Rehfeldt 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
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Address 
 
8 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Queensland Land & Building Co. 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£700 
Early Owners 
 
George Edward Carter, clerk 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 10 March 1938, p.11: allotment offered for sale at £150. 
BCC building register no.39017, 13/9/1938. 
 
  
50 
 
 
 
Address 
 
10 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1945 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
J.C. Martin 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£889 
Early Owners 
 
William McMillan Lamond, farmer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.51034, 5/4/1945. 
Front staircase originally ascended parallel to façade. 
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Address 
 
12 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Lawrence & Alfred Lawrence 
Place 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1400 
Early Owners 
 
Built for Brittain's Brickworks 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.36892, 24/1/1938. 
Possibly designed by Alfred Swinburne, who designed other houses for Brittain's at this time. 
The 1946 aerial map of Brisbane suggests that the porch, with its barley-sugar columns, and the 
parapets were a post-war addition. 
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Address 
 
14 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld. 
Year Constructed 
 
1939 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Built for Brittain's Brickworks 
William Alfred Cranston, die-sinker 
 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
  Aerial view, 1946 
 
  BCC detail plan, 1956 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.40088, January 1939 (index only, register lost). 
Possibly designed by Alfred Swinburne, who designed other houses for Brittain's at this time. 
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Address 
 
16 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1933 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Hermann William Kratzmann 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£744 
Early Owners 
 
Charles Frederick Uhlmann, commercial traveller 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.24878, 14/2/1933. 
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Address 
 
18 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Hermann William Kratzmann 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£696 
Early Owners 
 
Rhys Vincent Nichols, commercial traveller 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.38213, 22/6/1938. 
Roofline altered: gable with faux Federation ornament is recent. 
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Address 
 
20 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1936 
Architect 
 
Blackburne and Gzell 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1350 
Early Owners 
 
Leo Garton Catt, solicitor 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, no.31800, 18/5/1936. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 November 1936, second edition, p.16 (photo). 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 21 March 1937, p.32 (photos and description). 
56 
 
 
Address 
 
22 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1936 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Henry Trew Hine 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£910 
Early Owners 
 
Warwick Roy Victor Leeson, farmer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.32308, 15/7/1936. 
 
  
57 
 
 
 
Address 
 
24 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1941-42 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1500 
Early Owners 
 
Elsie Kate Woodhead, widow of a medical practitioner 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.47993, 13/10/1941. 
 
  
58 
 
 
 
Address 
 
28 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1937 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Leslie Robert Brown, manager of an agricultural engineering firm 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
59 
 
 
 
Address 
 
30 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1939 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
John Ernest Kindler, civil engineer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.40535, March 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 
 
  
60 
 
 
 
Address 
 
32 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1932 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
John Irving Hood 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£850 
Early Owners 
 
Duncan John Campbell Goffage, accountant 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.24199, 9/9/1932. 
BCC building register no.33891, 20/1/1937 (garage). 
 
  
61 
 
 
 
Address 
 
36 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1932 
Architect 
 
Horace Driver 
Builder 
 
Concrete Products 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1000 
Early Owners 
 
Clifford Edward Edwards 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.23627, 30/3/1932. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 June 1933, late city edition, p.16 (photos and description). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 9 November 1937, city final edition, p.20 (photo of entrance). 
The chimney is apparently a post-war addition. 
 
  
62 
 
 
 
Address 
 
40 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1932 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Christian Henry Schubert 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£630 
Early Owners 
 
Alfred William Medland, dry cleaner 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.23411, 3/2/1932. 
 
  
63 
 
 
 
Address 
 
42 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1939 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Eric Jack Clifford Hallt, electrical retailer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.39925, January 1939 (index only, register lost). 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 22 October 1939, p.12 (photo and description). 
 
  
64 
 
 
 
Address 
 
46 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld. 
Year Constructed 
 
1932 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Thomas Percy Bennett 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£800 
Early Owners 
 
Clifford Mason Calder, civil engineer 
John Patrick Donoghue, architect 
 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
  Aerial view, 1946 
 
  BCC detail plan, 1956 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.23768, 11/5/1932. 
BCC building register no.27400, 24/8/1934 (additions). 
 
 
  
65 
 
 
 
Address 
 
1 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld. 
Year Constructed 
 
1945 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
William Clarry 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£955 
Early Owners 
 
J. Finegin 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.51209, 10/5/1945. 
 
  
66 
 
 
 
Address 
 
3 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1940 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Frederick Alfred Angus 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£630 
Early Owners 
 
James William Whittaker, bank officer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.44098, 29/5/1940. 
Lifted and extra storey inserted below in 2017. 
67 
 
 
 
Address 
 
5 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938-39 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Leslie E. Wightman 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£700 
Early Owners 
 
Built for Brittain's Brickworks 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.39336, 20/10/1938. 
Possibly designed by Alfred Swinburne, who designed other houses for Brittain's at this time. 
 
 
  
68 
 
 
 
Address 
 
7 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1935 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Herbert William Dillecate 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£810 
Early Owners 
 
Harold Kerlin, manager of an ice company 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 May 1935, late city edition, p.15 (tender notice). 
Courier Mail, 21 May 1935, p.10 (results of tender). 
New porch and staircase added post-1999. Front staircase originally faced Melba Crescent. 
 
 
  
69 
 
 
 
Address 
 
11 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1939 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Albert Taylor, retired Methodist minister 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.40044, January 1939 (index only, register lost). 
Lifted after 2012 to insert new storey below, to design of PlaceMate Architects. 
  
70 
 
 
 
Address 
 
15 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld. 
Year Constructed 
 
1936-37 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
H. Jones 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£575 
Early Owners 
 
William Marcus Coates, salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.33116, 15/10/1936. 
 
  
71 
 
 
 
Address 
 
17 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Andrew John Liddle 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£875 
Early Owners 
 
William James Ross, salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.37120, 19/2/1938. 
 
  
72 
 
 
 
Address 
 
19 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1941 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
J. Teirney 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£700 
Early Owners 
 
Raymond Keith Partridge, carter 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.47476, 5/8/1941. 
 
  
73 
 
 
 
Address 
 
21 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1939 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Graham Burns Neish, commercial traveller 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.41466, July 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 
  
74 
 
 
 
Address 
 
27 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1055 
Early Owners 
 
Thomas James Messinbird, accountant 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
   
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.36774, 12/1/1938. 
 
  
75 
 
 
 
Address 
 
29 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1935 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Walter Francis Spencer, electro-plater 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
76 
 
 
 
Address 
 
31 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld. 
Year Constructed 
 
1936 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Clement Ensor 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£700 
Early Owners 
 
George August Regan, accountant 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.31384, 23/3/1936. 
 
  
77 
 
 
 
Address 
 
33 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1941 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Hubert Frederick Marsh 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£840 
Early Owners 
 
Robert Macfarlane Revie, audit clerk 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, no.46014, 12/2/1941. 
 
  
78 
 
 
 
Address 
 
35 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1933 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
G. Brown 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£779 
Early Owners 
 
Thomas M. Massey, salesman 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.24758, 11/1/1933. 
 
  
79 
 
 
 
Address 
 
37 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld. 
Year Constructed 
 
1936 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1075 
Early Owners 
 
John Ernest Kindler, engineer (later moved to 30 Percival Terrace) 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.31150, 21/2/1936. 
 
  
80 
 
 
 
Address 
 
41 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1941 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1300 
Early Owners 
 
Thomas Geoffrey Andersen, solicitor 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
  BCC detail plan, 1956 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.47010, 18/6/1941. 
The corners on the eastern side are rounded, but this is partly obscured by the flat-roofed extension 
built in 1966. 
 
  
81 
 
 
 
Address 
 
122 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1937 
Architect 
 
Blackburne and Gzell 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
William Mathers, footwear retailer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, June 1937, p.24 (result of tender). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 22 June 1937, city final edition, p.18 (perspective, floor plans, description). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 26 October 1937, city final edition, p.19 (photo, nearing completion). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 May 1939, city final edition, p.21 (photo). 
The new garage on the Abbotsleigh Street side was designed by architect Karlie Price and built after 
2004. 
  
82 
 
 
 
Address 
 
126 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1935 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Thomas Cameron Gillespie, journalist and court reporter 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
83 
 
 
 
Address 
 
130 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1937 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Eric Ambrose Jones 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Harold Charnley Becconsall, clerk 
 
Status 
 
Status 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 25 May 1937, p.18 (tender notice). 
Courier Mail, 8 June 1937, p.20 (result of tender). 
 
  
84 
 
 
 
Address 
 
134 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1935 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Eric Anders Anderssen, engineer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 May 1939, city final edition, p.21 (photo). 
 
  
85 
 
 
 
Address 
 
138 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1937 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Thomas Stanley Wilton 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1150 
Early Owners 
 
John McCallum Batchen, manager 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.34131, 17/2/1937. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 24 May 1938, city final edition, p.15 (photo and description). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 May 1939, city final edition, p.21 (photo). 
The loggia (or piazza) on the right-hand side has been demolished. 
 
86 
 
 
 
Address 
 
142 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1937 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Walter Hall Noble, advertising practitioner 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.45241, 22/10/1940 (additions). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 May 1939, city final edition, p.21 (photo). 
The original façade has been obscured by a carport and roofed patio, added in 1978. 
 
  
87 
 
 
 
Address 
 
29 Geelong Avenue (corner of Abbotsleigh Street), Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1938 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
William Clarry 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1265 
Early Owners 
 
Leslie Arthur Suggars, manager 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.37538, 11/4/1938. 
The upper floor and the large portico are later additions. 
 
  
88 
 
 
 
Address 
 
32 Geelong Avenue (corner of Abbotsleigh Street), Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Architect 
 
State Advances Corporation 
Builder 
 
Leslie Brisbane de Grant 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
David Alexander Agnew, hosiery manufacturer 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 3 August 1937, p.18 (tender notice). 
Courier Mail, 10 August 1937, p.18 (result of tender). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 28 June 1938, city final edition, p.21 (photos and description). 
 
89 
 
 
 
Address 
 
141 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1939-40 
Architect 
 
Eric Trewern 
Builder 
 
Sydney Alfred Noyes 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Oliver Kenneth McAnulty, cheese manufacturer 
William Flood Webb, Supreme Court judge 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, June 1939, p.22 (result of tender). 
BCC building register, no.41264, June 1939 (index only, register lost). 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 31 March 1940, p.12 (photos and description). 
Brisbane Telegraph, 10 September 1948, city final edition, p.8 (photo of entrance). 
Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1177. 
 
  
90 
 
 
 
Address 
 
145 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1941 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Wilton George Trotter 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1687 
Early Owners 
 
John Henry Taliesyn Culverhouse, dentist 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.46198, 7/3/1941. 
 
  
91 
 
 
 
Address 
 
149 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1941 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
Stanley Darvill 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1250 
Early Owners 
 
Ernest Ralston Kunze, parking station proprietor 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.45662, 18/12/1940. 
 
92 
 
 
 
Address 
 
151 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
about 1937 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
Jack Arthur Dix, agent 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
93 
 
 
 
Address 
 
153 Abbotsleigh Street, Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1939 
Architect 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
 
Early Owners 
 
John Keith Jarrott, accountant 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.40045, January 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 
  
94 
 
 
 
Address 
 
37 Geelong Avenue (corner of Abbotsleigh Street), Holland Park, Qld 
Year Constructed 
 
1940 
Architect 
 
Frank Cullen 
Builder 
 
Jan Cupka 
Estimated Cost 
of Construction 
£1556 
Early Owners 
 
John Cyril Luddy, dentist 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.43096, 23/1/1940. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 27 April 1941, p.8 (photos and description). 
Plans in Frank L. Cullen Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL432, job no.A223. 
 
 
 
